AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) A method for preventing exploiting a computer system through 
an email message, the method comprising: 

decomposing said email message to its original c omponents; 

for each of said original components, generating a restmctured 
component by c orrecting the structural form of said original component to comply with 
rules for preventing said exploiting, t hereof, i f the structural form of said original 
component deviates from said rules; and 

recomposing said email message from components selected from said 
original components and said restructured components , thereof: 

wherein said rule;) are rules of an Intemct Societ>^ Standards Track 

Request for Comments that relat e to common structure of an email message: 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said rules relates 
to detecting malformed structure of said email message. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said stractural form is selected 
from the group comprising: structure, format, and content 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said correcting comprises 
omitting components that violate said rules from said recomposing. 

7. (Original) A method according to claim 1, fiirther comprising detecting hostile 
content within at least one of said components. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein said malformed structure of an 
email message is selected from the group including: invalid stmcture of a component, 

2 



invalid content of a component, contradicting information, malformed attachment, 
proprietary encoding type, and file-type masquerading. 

9. (Currently Amended) A system for preventing exploiting a computer system through 
an email message, said system implemented at a hosting platform, said system 
comprising: 

a module for decomposing i dentifying components of a n email message 
into original components: 

a module for testing a compliance of the structural form of said original 
components e mail message with mle s for preventing said exploiting: thereof; 

a module for generating a restructured component by c orrecting the 
structural form of said original component s email message ; and 

a module for recomposing said email message by selecting components 
from said original components and said restructured components , thereof; 

wherein said rules are rules of an Intemet Societ)'^ Standards Track 

Request for Comments that relate to common structure of an email message. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1. (Original) A system according to claim 9, wherein at least one of said rules relates 
to detecting malformed structure of said email message. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Original) A system according to claim 9, wherein said structural form is selected 
from the group consisting of: structure, format, and content. 

14. (Original) A system according to claim 9, further comprising a module for detecting 
hostile content v^thin said components. 

15-20. (Cancelled) 
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21. (New) A method for preventing exploiting a computer system through an email 
message, the method comprising: 

decomposing said email message into its components; 

for each of said components, correcting the structural form of said 
component to comply with rules for preventing said exploiting, if the structural form of 
said component deviates from said rules; and 

recomposing said email message from at least one of the components. 

22. (New) A method according to claim 21, wherein at least one of said mles relates 
to detecting malformed structure of said email message. 

23. (New) A method according to claim 21, wherein said structural form is selected 
from the group comprising: structure, format, and content. 

24. (New) A method according to claim 21, wherein said correcting comprises 
omitting components that violate said rules from said recomposing. 

25. (New) A method according to claim 21, further comprising detecting hostile 
content within at least one of said components. 

26. (New) A method according to claim 22, wherein said malformed stmcture of an 
email message is selected from the group including: invalid stmcture of a component, 
invalid content of a component, contradicting information, malformed attachment, 
proprietary encoding type, and file-type masquerading. 
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